Approved For Release 2002/06/26 : CIA-RDP78-04718A001100110019-9

Principles of Medical Ethics
of the
American Medical Association

Chapter II; Section 1.

"Patience and delicacy should characterize all the acts of -
a physician, The confidences concerning individual or domestic
life entrusted by a patient to a physician and the defects of disposi-
tion or flaws of character observed in patients during medical
attendance should be held as a trust and should never be revealed
except when imperatively required by the laws of the state. There
are occasions, however, when a physician must determine whether
or not his duty to society requires him to take definite action to
protect a healthy individual from becoming infected, because the
physician has knowledge, obtained through the confidences entrusted
to him as a physician, of a communicable disease to which the
healthy individual is about to be exposed. In such a case, the
physician should act as he would desire another to act toward one
of his own family under like circumstances, Before he determines
his course, the physician should know the civil law of his common-
wealth concerning privileged communications, "
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